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formidable and elemental forces, such as differences of religion, of colour, and of social habits, which are ever tending to sunder the governing race from that which is governed. There has been no thorough fusion, no real assimilation between the British and their alien subjects, and, so far as we can now predict, the future will in this respect be but a repetition of the past.1 Fata obstant. The foundations on which the barrier wall of separation is built may be, and, without doubt, to a certain extent are, the result of prejudice rather than of reason; but however little we may like to recognize the fact, they are of so solid a character, they appeal so strongly to instincts and sentiments which lie deep down in the hearts of men and women, that for generations to come they will probably defy whatever puny, albeit well-intentioned, efforts may be made to undermine them.
1 The policy of fusion between the British and Dutch races in South Africa is now being tried under circumstances which, I would fain hope, afford good promise of success. The measures recently adopted with a view to the execution of this policy appear to me to be eminently wise and statesmanlike. Of course, the problem presents itself for solution in South Africa under conditions widely differing from those which obtain in India or Egypt.